Kenora Swimming Sharks

Annual Report from the President

For the fiscal year September 1, 2007-August 31, 2008

The 2007-2008 swim year for the Kenora Swimming Sharks was memorable one. The progress each individual swimmer has made, the personal growth they have achieved, and the aspirations they have set for themselves is evident. From the youngest swimmer in the ½ hour program to the oldest swimmers; their love of the sport is noticeable at every practice.

The club has been on a growth curve through the past few years. During 2004  when the pool was closed for a year, the club lost many members. Slowly over the past 4 years we have been rebuilding. The present swimmers are young but very talented. Each year the improvements in the talents of the swimmers are amazing. Through the very capable hands of our wonderful coaches the success of the swimmers is evident.

During the early part of the 2007-2008 swim season we saw the dedication of the coaches in action. With Bruce recuperating from a serious medical concern, we saw how the coaches rallied behind Edie to keep the momentum of the club intact.  This was a huge learning curve for all. The new executive came to appreciate very quickly all that Bruce does for the club.

By utilizing the expert skills found within our club parents we have had a very successful year from a club prospective. Although all our parent volunteers work very hard to make our club a success there are a few people who need special mention. In this past year we limited our fundraising to two major campaigns both of which were very successful. I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the commitment that Colleen Jones has shown and that through her dedication we will have another successful year in fundraising.

Under the initiative and direction of Mark and Nadine McDonald we have started the banner sponsorship program. This has generated some revenue for the club and the banners look amazing and I look forward to seeing the new banners that will be added this coming year. 

This year we were able to draw on the expertise of Caroline Balcaen and the assistance of Cheryl O’Flaherty for taking on the task of managing our accounts.

This reduced our overhead and as an added benefit we now have financial statements that are accurate and transparent. 

Our new website has finally became a reality and through the hard work and perseverance of Tamara Murphy we have a new and updated website that is a wonderful reflection of the Swimming Sharks  successes.

During the past year our membership remained consistent and we expect that this will continue into this new season.  We have been lucky enough to secure the prime pool times and the Recreation Center has allowed us to increase our swimming times slightly. We are very fortunate to have such convenient times for our club members. This has allowed us to add a new morning swim session for our CG1 group once a week and dryland training two afternoons a week for some of our competitive swimmers. Hopefully, this will give them an edge during competition.

Our meet schedule for this year is varied and has some really interesting meets coming up. With the increased travel comes increased costs. Parents are encouraged to review the meet schedule and choose the meets that are within your budget. The coaching staff would be happy to assist you in determining which meets are best for the development of your swimmer.

Both volunteering and fundraising are critical to the success of our club and it is necessary for all parents to help. Personal commitments are a reality for all, but there are many tasks that volunteers are needed for. Please be proactive and become involved in helping the club to continue to prosper. 

I would like to extend my personal thanks to past and present executive members, Reid Thompson, Caroline Balcaen, Laura Farrell, Colleen Jones, Tamara Murphy, Patti Boucha, Heather Fraser, Traci Stasiuk, Lana Marcine, Josie Groen, and Gayle Mutrie for their support and dedication to the club over the past year.

In closing, on behalf of the club executive I would like to say a special thank you to all our Coaches, who under the leadership of Bruce and Edie Fisher, daily demonstrate their commitment to the club and provide excellent role models for our swimmers. It is through their on going dedication that we have a swimming club to be proud of. 

Respectfully submitted,

Carolyn Inookee

President
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